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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is responsible for the United Nations 
activities in the fight against 
* illicit drugs 
Åinternational crime (organized crime, trafficking in human beings), 

corruption and 
* terrorism
and assists Member States in these efforts.

The three pillars of the UNODC work are: 

ÅResearch and analytical work to increase knowledge and understanding of drugs and crime 
issues and expand the evidence -base for policy and operational decisions; 

ÅNormative work to assist States in the ratification and implementation of the international 
treaties, the development of domestic legislation on drugs, crime and terrorism, and the 
provision of secretariat and substantive services to the treaty -based and governing bodies; 
and 

ÅFieldïbased technical cooperation projects to enhance the capacity of Member States to 
counteract illicit drugs, crime and terrorism (drugs: supply reduction: alternative 
development, law enforcement, forensic labs; demand reduction: prevention, treatment; 
money laundering)

UNODC has approximately 1,500 staff members or 2,300 employees worldwide of which some 650 
are located at its headquarters in Vienna.  UNODC relies on voluntary contributions, mainly from 
governments, for 90 per cent of its budget (some US$ 300 million per year).

UNODCôs ROLE WITHIN THE SYSTEM OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Goal : Towards security and justice for all ïmaking the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism



DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL

Vienna, 2009  



Opium flows from British-India into China, 1650-1880
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Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.
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First Opium War, 1839-42 



Domestic opium production in China, 1836-1906
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Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.



1998     Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to Countering the Drug Problem 

- Political Declaration, Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction;  Action Plans

Parties: 184 

Parties: 183 

Parties: 188 

2009    Political Declaration and  Plan of Action  (target date: 2019)

2016    Special Session of General Assembly 



1st International Opium Conference, Shanghai, 1909  Shanghai, 1909 



International Opium Conference, Geneva, 1925

Egypt: ñI earnestly beg all the delegates to give this question [hashish] their best attention, for I 

know the mentality of Oriental peoples, and I am afraid that it will be said thatthe question was 

not dealt with because it did not affect the safety of Europeansé.ò 

Å The 1925International Opium 

Conventionbanned exportation 

ofIndian hempto countries that 

prohibited its use. 

Å Importing countries were required 

to issue certificates approving the 

importation, stating that the 

shipment was to be used 

"exclusively for medical or 

scientific purposesò.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Opium_Convention


United Nations General Assembly Special Session 

devoted to the World Drug Problem, 8-10 June 1998

This "Drug Summit" was to assess the international drug problem, and develop a forward-looking strategy for 

the 21arcentury by focusing on six crucial issues:demand reduction (incl. ñharm reductionò - ñreducing 

the adverse consequences of drug abuseò) , alternative development; amphetamine-type stimulants; 

precursor chemicals (ñknow your customerò); money-laundering; and judicial cooperation 
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Illicit opium production Licit poppy straw production in opium equivalents in tons Licit opium production

Global opium production in metric tons, 1906/1907 ï2016

41,600

30,000

16,600

11,600

-72%

Note: The transformation of poppy straw into opium equivalents is tentative. A transformation ratio of around 7 kg of opium for 100 kg  of poppy straw was 

applied, derived from average morphine output from poppy straw of 0.7% at the global level and an average opium morphine content of close to 10% at the 

global level (10 years average). Annual specific results were applied for data over the 2006-2015 period. Poppy straw figures for 2016 are still preliminary. 

Average 2006-2015 ratios (7.2 kg of opium for 100 kg poppy straw and 9.8 kg of morphine for 100 kg of opium) were used as proxies for 2016. 

Sources: Report of the International Opium Commission, Shanghai, China, Feb. 1909, Vol. II,  INCB, Narcotics Report, Narcotic Drugs: Estimated World 

Requirements for 2017 ïStatistics for 2015 and previous years, UNODC, A Century of International Drug Control (2009), UNODC, World Drug Report 2017 and 

previous years.

Memo:

World population:

1906:   1.75 billion 

2016:   7.47  billion

323



Trends in the global interception rate of opiates, 1980-2015
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1907/08 2006

Estimates of opiate use among the total population

1907/08 and 2006 

Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.

-83%-93%



Estimates of annual prevalence of opiate, cocaine and ATS use at 

the global level,  1907/08 and 2006/07

Source:: UNODC calculations based on International Opium Commission, Shanghai, February 1909,  UNODC, World Drug Report 2008.
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RESEARCH

Trends and patterns 



DEMAND 


