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Summary 

ÅIs there a link between drugs and violence? 

ïYes, but there is not a binary and causal relationship.  Drugs 

may not be associated to violence and violence may not be 

associated to drugs. Drugs can be the result or the enabler of 

violence 

ÅSolving the problem of violence helps to address the 

drug problem? 

ïYes, but not always 

ÅDe-regulating drugs solve the problem of violence? 

ïTo be tested, but some evidence and reasoning point to a 

No.  



Links  

between  

drug production/drug trafficking  

and  

violence 



Illegal armed groups and coca cultivation in Colombia, 2009 
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Municipalities and presence of 

illegal armed groups 
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Illegal armed groups and coca cultivation in Colombia, 1996-2008 

Sources: UNODC/SIMCI and National Police & Ministry of Defense.  



Homicide rates in Colombia by type of municipality, 1990-2008 

Source:  UNODC, Global Study on Homicide, 2013.  



Peru: coca cultivation and terrorist incidents  

Source: DEVIDA, Cocaine production Monitoring in the Andean region , Lima, July 2004; updated with UNODC cultivation data until 2007  
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Opium poppy cultivation  and security incidents, 2011 



 

 

Important to note that violence can be 

an outcome or an enabler for drug 

production 



 

Violence/insecurity is not the only 

factor related to drug cultivation 



Link between underdevelopment and opium 

cultivation in Afghanistan 

 



 



 

 

Drug trafficking has generated 

violence  



Homicide rates at subnational level, Central 

America 2005 and 2010 

 



Homicide rates by municipal areas in northern Central America, 2011 



Main areas of influence of Mexican drug cartels, 2009/2010 

Source: Economist, August 12, 2010 



 

 

But not all violence in Central 

America has been generated by drug 

trafficking 



Tons of Cocaine transiting countries in Central 

America and Homicide rate, 2010 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Guatemala Honduras Nicaragua Costa Rica Panama Belize El Salvador

Cocaine transiting

Homicide rate



Share of Cocaine Flowing to the United States by 

Transport Corridors  
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Source: U.S. National Drug Intelligence Center, various years. 



Homicide rate in Guyana and Jamaica 

 



ÅIncrease in violence has been associated with changes 

in drug trafficking (both increases and decreases)  

 

ÅDestabilization of illicit markets produces violence 

(between organized criminal groups and/or between 

criminal organizations and governmental institutions)   



 





A reflection of shrinking 

cocaine market in the US 

(a result of disruption of 

trafficking in Mexico?)  



Seizures of cocaine (incl. paste and base), 1985-2012 

Source: UNODC, Annual Report Questionnaire 
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Source: UNODC, Annual Reports Questionnaire 



Homicide rates, by subregion, 2008-2012 

Note: Number of countries is denoted in brackets.  

Source:  UNODC, Global Study on Homicide, 2013.  


